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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  Mike Smith  415-558-6999 x 7

Mikesmith@aef-sf.org
AIDS Emergency Fund’s 17th Annual Holiday Dinner for People with HIV and AIDS is Scheduled for Christmas Eve Day
Three seatings at War Memorial expected to draw 1,200 guests
San Francisco, CA – December 17, 2004 – For the seventeenth consecutive year, a group of dedicated volunteers and AIDS Emergency Fund will again provide a lavish sit-down Christmas Eve Day dinner to people this HIV/AIDS, their families and friends.  In addition to a served meal of turkey and the trimmings, guests will have an opportunity to meet Santa and be entertained by some of San Francisco’s most popular performers.
There are three seatings for the dinner in the Green Room of the War Memorial Building, at noon, 1:30 pm and 3:00 pm.  The event is free but guests must present an invitation.  Invitations are available from any of the major AIDS organizations in the city.  One invitation entitles a person with HIV/AIDS to attended and bring one guest.

AEF’s Holiday Dinner is a monumental undertaking, coordinated each year a dedicated group of volunteers who begin planning in September.  Led each year by Neil Figurelli, the core team consists of Neil
Figurelli, Cindy Roberts, Terry Irvin, Randy Schiller, Gavin Middleton, Glennon Sutter, Richard McNalley, Stanley Wong. An additional 200 volunteers work as serving assistants.

The event is completely underwritten by corporate and foundation gifts, including Steve Silver's Beach Blanket Babylon, The Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund, Academy of Friends, and Eli and Mae Rosen Foundation. 
For the sixteenth year in a row, Liz Baldwin of Bon Appetit Management Company has donated 80 cooked turkeys. In addition, this year’s menu includes: mashed potatoes & gravy, cranberry sauce, stuffing, assorted vegetables, baked yams, fresh bread and butter, assorted cookies and cakes, fresh fruit and Peet’s coffees and teas.
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