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For Immediate Release

Contact: Tyrone Smith 786-9611

Chair, Bare Chest Calendar Committee

Steven Underhill chosen as Photographer for 

2006 South of Market Bare Chest Calendar

Preliminary and Finals Contests for Calendar Men continue at the Powerhouse Bar 

San Francisco, CA –  P Tyrone Smith, chair of the all-volunteer 2006 South of Market Bare Chest Calendar Coordinating Committee announced the selection of internationally-known Bay Area photographer Steven Underhill as this year’s official Calendar photographer.  

Now in its 21st year of publication, the Bare Chest Calendar is one of the most successful AIDS fundraising projects in San Francisco.  Proceeds from sales of the Calendars and revenue generated at events featuring the 12 volunteer Calendar Men benefit AIDS Emergency Fund and Positive Resource Center.  The hard work of the 2005 Calendar Men recently netted $50,000 for the charities.  Production of the Calendar is underwritten by Miller Brewing Co. and Golden Brands Distributors.

“We are delighted to be working with Steven this year,” said Smith. “The committee was impressed by his eagerness to support our efforts and by the quality of his large body of work. We want the public to understand that Steven’s published works only represent a narrow cross-section of his overall talent. Without question, Steven’s photography will be able to reflect the long history of masculine and provocative imagery for the Calendar.” 

Underhill will be working pro bono, donating his time and talent to the Calendar. 

"I donate a lot of photo shoots to local causes but being asked to take such an active role in a highly promoted fundraiser like the Bare Chest Calendar is a great compliment,” said Underhill. “I'm excited to be able to integrate my style of photography with the Bear Chest Calendar tradition."

Steven Underhill, a Bay Area native, has been shooting his distinctive photography for over 10 years. His photo books, calendars, and magazine work are distributed worldwide. Steven currently does portrait and editorial photography in San Francisco. And he just announced his 7th photo book, one with a wrestling theme. For more information and to view Steven Underhill’s broad body of work, visit his website at www.stevenunderhill.com.
Underhill joins a long list of renowned artist who have contributed to the Calendar.  In the mid- and late-1990s, many local photographers contributed images, including Victor Arimondi, Rick Gerharter, Mister Marcus, Bill Weaver, Jim Wigler, and Tim Wong.  Photographer of the 2000 to 2005 Calendars, James Scott Geras is a nationally recognized and award winning artist who oversaw the Calendars expansion to a larger-size, all-color format.  He is widely credited for raising the professionalism and visual appeal of the community-based Bare Chest Calendar.

The preliminary contests to select men to appear on the 2006 South of Market Bare Chest Calendar are already underway at the Powerhouse Bar on Folsom Street. Remaining preliminary contests are Thursdays, March 17, 24, 31 and April 7.  Finals are April 21 and 28.  

Each contest is open to all men willing to appear on the Calendar and willing to commit to a busy schedule of promotional events, fundraising activities, and other volunteer tasks throughout the coming year.  Each contest at the Powerhouse begins at 10 pm but contestants should arrive before nine to help with raffle ticket selling and contest preparations.  Judges of each of the contests include former Calendar Men, members of the all-volunteer Bare Chest Calendar Coordinating Committee, and occasional “celebrity” judges from the community.  At each contest, one to three winners will be selected as finalists and will compete again in late April for final inclusion in the 2006 Calendar.

The 2006 Bare Chest Calendar with their photos is released in June.  For more information about the Calendar, go to www.somabarechestcalendar.org. 
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