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AIDS Emergency Fund Announces Award Recipients 

2005 Annual Gala to be Sunday, April 24
San Francisco – Dan Bernal, President of the board of directors of AIDS Emergency Fund and Breast Cancer Emergency Fund, announced the board’s selection of award recipients for its annual recognition gala to be held on April 24, 2005. “This year AEF is proud to honor some of our community’s most generous and hard-working volunteers and activists,” said Bernal.  “Their efforts in the fight against HIV and AIDS extend well beyond their work with AEF. They have touched tens of thousands of San Franciscans through their commitment and compassion.”

AEF will celebrate this year’s honorees at “The Fortune Tellers Ball,” an evening of psychics, tarot card readers and astrologers to be held at IMG Home at 1830 Harrison Street on Sunday evening, April 24, from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m.  
This year’s honorees are:

Glennon Sutter

Glennon Sutter will receive the Hank Cook Outstanding Service Award honoring a retiring board member for long and exemplary board service.  Sutter recently completed more than five years of service on AEF’s Board of Directors, serving several terms as Vice President.  A SoMa Bare Chest Calendar Man in 1998, Sutter went on to chair the all-volunteer Bare Chest Calendar Coordinating Committee for many years, leading the effort to raise more than $150,000 for AEF and Positive Resource Center.  He was AEF’s primary liaison to the leather community during his tenure, and has been a driving force in the kitchen at AEF’s annual Christmas Eve Dinner for People with HIV and AIDS for many years.  
Real Bad XVI, GRGR West

Real Bad XVI will receive the George Burgess Founders’ Award that honors an outstanding business or organizational contribution.  AEF’s single largest private donation in 2004 came from GRGR West, a grassroots, all-volunteer fundraising group that promotes and produces the Real Bad Party during Folsom Street Fair Weekend.  Through a very strong event committee and word-of-mouth ticket sales, the event is produced at virtually no cost and always sells out.  The 2004 party, Real Bad XVI, netted $80,000 split evenly between AEF and Marriage Equality. 
Harry Lit, Allen Eggman & the Lazy Bear Fund

Harry Lit, Allen Eggman and the Lazy Bear Fund will receive the Rebecca LePere Hearts of Gold Award which recognizes exemplary fundraising efforts on behalf of BCEF.  Over the last eight years, Russian River’s Lazy Bear Weekend has grown from a local gathering of hirsute homosexuals to a destination event for bears from around the world.  Harry and Allen and their team have nurtured and grown the charitable aspect of the Weekend to monumental proportions -- the event now raises more than $100,000 per year for a dozen charities including AEF and BCEF.  By including BCEF among its beneficiaries, the event organizers have broken new ground in encouraging the bear community to embrace the breast cancer cause. 

Gary Virginia

Gary Virginia will receive the Darrell Yee Community Volunteer Award which recognizes extraordinary service to the entire HIV/AIDS community as well as to AEF. Virginia’s boundless creative fundraising energy has enlivened and sustained scores of AIDS and LGBT organization for more than a decade.  He served on the board of Positive Resource Center for six years and is a past PRC board president, is a member of the Imperial Family and was Mr. SF Leather in 1996.  Virginia served on San Francisco’s Human Rights Commission’s LGBT Advisory Council and is the founder of Krew de Kinque, a Mardi-Gras-style fundraising organization.  Among his most creative efforts for AEF and BCEF, Virginia co-produced Carols Across America, a musical Christmas CD featuring local and national performers. As events manager at the Edge Bar, he produces the monthly Edge Basket Contests that have raised more than $100,000 for AEF. 
Lyon-Martin Women’s Health Services

Lyon-Martin Women’s Health Services will receive the Zachary Long Hall of Fame Award.  For 25 years, Lyon-Martin has been providing free or low-cost medical care to low-income women and transgender clients.  As part of the San Francisco Community Clinic Consortium, they have been a front-line provider of HIV services to this marginalized and underserved population.  Lyon-Martin collaborates closely with AEF and BCEF to assist their clients in accessing emergency financial assistance.  Lyon-Martin is a valuable community resource and a treasured partner of AEF and BCEF. 
Since 1982, AIDS Emergency Fund has provided emergency financial assistance to people battling HIV/AIDS who are too sick to work.  AEF has provided more than $20,000,000 of assistance to more than 25,000 clients in the last 23 years. In 2004, AEF helped 2,380 San Franciscans with HIV/AIDS avoid eviction or utility shut-off by helping pay their rent, utilities and medical bills during times of personal financial hardship.  In 2001, AEF launched Breast Cancer Emergency Fund which provides the same emergency relief to people struggling with breast cancer or its debilitating treatment regimens.
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