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Fortune Tellers Ball benefits AIDS Emergency Fund 

2005 Annual Gala to be Sunday, April 24
San Francisco – 
On Sunday, April 24, AIDS Emergency Fund will host “The Fortune Tellers Ball,” an evening of psychics, clairvoyants, tarot card readers, belly dancers, astrologists and more.  The event, AEF’s 23rd annual awards gala, will be held at IMG Home showroom at 1830 Harrison Street in San Francisco from 5 pm to 9 pm.  Guest will enjoy free fortunetelling services, dine on out-of-this-world delicacies from Out Of Thyme Catering and partake of California wines and Absolute martinis. 
The evening celebrates the contributions of key volunteers and donors and includes the presentation of five awards. Belly dancers and a special fire performance will round out the entertainment. “We are delighted to present this event at IMG Home this year,” said Mike Smith, Executive Director of AEF. “Their rug and furniture showroom provides and ideal showcase for our 20 fortunetellers and other performers.  I’m sure it will be a magical night for our guest.” The evening will end with a huge silent and live auction, including a seven-day cruise for two on Holland America cruise lines.
Tickets are $100 each, and can be purchased by calling 415-558-6999 ext 3 or visiting www.aidsemergencyfund.org. Ticket price includes complimentary parking next door to IMG Home at 15th and Harrison.
Dan Bernal, President of the board of directors of AIDS Emergency Fund and Breast Cancer Emergency Fund, announced the board’s selection of award recipients for the April 24 recognition gala. “This year AEF is proud to honor some of our community’s most generous and hard-working volunteers and activists,” said Bernal.  “Their efforts in the fight against HIV and AIDS extend well beyond their work with AEF. They have touched tens of thousands of San Franciscans through their commitment and compassion.” 



Glennon Sutter will receive the Hank Cook Outstanding Service Award honoring a retiring board member for long and exemplary board service.  Sutter recently completed more than five years of service on AEF’s Board of Directors. He led AEF’s Bare Chest Calendar fundraising effort and has been a driving force in the kitchen at AEF’s annual Christmas Eve Dinner for People with HIV and AIDS for many years.  
Harry Lit, Allen Eggman and the Lazy Bear Fund will receive the Rebecca LePere Hearts of Gold Award which recognizes exemplary fundraising efforts on behalf of Breast Cancer Emergency Fund.  Harry and Allen and their team have grown the Russian River’s Lazy Bear Weekend into an event now raises more than $100,000 per year for a dozen charities including AEF and BCEF.

Gary Virginia will receive the Darrell Yee Community Volunteer Award which recognizes extraordinary service to the entire HIV/AIDS community as well as to AEF. He served on the board of Positive Resource Center for six years and is the founder of Krew de Kinque, a Mardi-Gras-style fundraising organization.  

Real Bad XVI will receive the George Burgess Founders’ Award that honors an outstanding business or organizational contributor.  AEF’s single largest private donation in 2004 came from GRGR West, a grassroots, all-volunteer fundraising group that promotes and produces the Real Bad Party during Folsom Street Fair Weekend.  





Lyon-Martin Women’s Health Services will receive the Zachary Long Hall of Fame Award.  For 25 years, Lyon-Martin has been providing free or low-cost medical care to low-income women and transgender clients.  Lyon-Martin collaborates closely with AEF and BCEF to assist their clients in accessing emergency financial assistance.  
Since 1982, AIDS Emergency Fund has provided emergency financial assistance to people battling HIV/AIDS who are too sick to work.  AEF has provided more than $20,000,000 of assistance to more than 25,000 clients in the last 23 years. In 2004, AEF helped 2,380 San Franciscans with HIV/AIDS avoid eviction or utility shut-off by helping pay their rent, utilities and medical bills during times of personal financial hardship.  In 2001, AEF launched Breast Cancer Emergency Fund which provides the same emergency relief to people struggling with breast cancer or its debilitating treatment regimens.
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