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For Immediate Release

Contact: Tyrone Smith 786-9611

Chair, Bare Chest Calendar Committee

New Photographer  and Designer Chosen for 

2007 South of Market Bare Chest Calendar

Preliminary and Finals Contests for Calendar Men continue at the Powerhouse Bar 

San Francisco, CA –  P Tyrone Smith, chair of the all-volunteer 2007 South of Market Bare Chest Calendar Coordinating Committee announced the selection of Dennis Tyler as photographer and Christopher Tyler (no relation) as designer of the 2007 South of Market Bare Chest Calendar.
In a break with past practices, the Committee formed a photographer selection task force which called for open submissions from local photographers. The three finalists were interviewed by the full committee and displayed their work. Mr. Tyler was selected based on the quality of his images and his extensive experience as a photography editor and art director. The position is a voluntary one and requires attendance at the ten semi-final competitions and the finals as well as the actual photo shoot of the newly selected men in May. “Dennis’ years of art direction bring a new skill set to our group and will help great a unified look throughout the Calendar,” said Smith. “The photo shoot will be the first modeling experience for most of the Calendar Men.  Dennis’ steadiness and friendly demeanor will put hem at ease and bring out their best shots.”
Dennis Tyler, a native of New Orleans, LA has been taking pictures snce age 6. Over the years, he has placed in numerous photography competitions.  He studied at Brooks Institute of Photography in Santa Barbara, where he received his BA.  He then completed his MBA at Dominican University in San Rafael. Dennis also holds a Bachelors of Science degree in Graphic Arts Technology from Northwestern State University of Louisiana. Today Dennis is the Photography Manager and Senior Estimator of a large Bay Area advertising agency, where he is responsible for providing estimates for all accounts and managing and producing catalog and direct mail photography.  He has a keen eye for what makes a good photograph and enjoys photographing the male figure, portraits, landscapes, and close-ups of flowers. He has been active in the non-profit community, and has donated his photography to several New Leaf benefits, as well as other charity events.  He has participated in several Maitri Art Sales in support of their AIDS hospice program, and has had his photography displayed at local cafes
Chris Tyler of Capital Graphics has offered his pro bono graphic and design services to the Calendar for the coming year. This is also a departure from past norms. Previous calendars have been designed by committee members, most recently by P Tyrone Smith, Committee Co-chair.  The splitting of the roles into two separate functions reflects the growth of the Calendar project and the increasing complexity of the managing additional events and sales opportunities each year.
Tyler has more than 20 years experience in graphic design and printing and recently created the logo and artwork for Breast Cancer Emergency Fund’s This Old Bag, which has received widespread attention and acclaim.

Now in its 22st year of publication, the Bare Chest Calendar is one of the most successful AIDS fundraising projects in San Francisco.  Proceeds from sales of the Calendars and revenue generated at events featuring the 12 volunteer Calendar Men benefit AIDS Emergency Fund and Positive Resource Center.  The announcement of the amount of total proceeds from the 2006 Calendar has been announced yet, but will easily surpass the 2005 record of $50,000. Production of the Calendar is underwritten by Miller Brewing Co. and Golden Brands Distributors.

The 12 Bare Chest Calendar Men for 2007 will be selected at finals competitions at the Powerhouse Bar on April 20 and 27. The 2007 South of Market Bare Chest Calendar is produced in May and June and will be released just prior to Gay Pride Weekend at a launch party at the Powerhouse on Thursday, June 22.
Semi-final contests are underway now most Thursday in February, March and early April.  To enter, please call P Tyrone Smith at 786-9611 or ptyrone@barechest.org.  To purchase the 2006 calendar or to browse images of Calendar men, go to www.barechest.org. 
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