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AEF to “Retire” EDGE Basket Contest
The City’s longest running monthly AIDS fundraiser ends after 178 consecutive months
San Francisco, CA – March 13, 2006 – AIDS Emergency Fund announced today that its monthly fundraising event at The Edge Bar will be ceremoniously retired at AEF’s upcoming annual gala, The Fortune Tellers Ball, on April 23.  The Edge Basket Contest, begun by Eric Weinmann and Gary “Queen” Rahlf in 1991 has been held in the first Thursday of 178 consecutive months and has generated over $85,000 for AEF’s clients.  The last contest was held January 5, just two contests short of the 15-year mark.

Recent decisions by the owner of The Edge to not apply for an entertainment license have put an end to all entertainment-based fundraisers there. “Don McMartin and The Edge have been very generous to AEF and other causes for many years. This event and its name were unique to The Edge,” said Mike Smith AEF’s Executive Director. “Moving the ‘Basket Contest’ to another bar just doesn’t seem right.”
The Edge Basket Contest was first organized around Eastertime 1991 by Gary Rahlf, Don McMartin and then-Edge bar manager Eric Weinmann.  They solicited raffle prizes from neighborhood merchants, sold raffle tickets to customers and offered a cash reward to the winning patron who was willing to get up on stage, answer a few questions and then drop his pants. The first contest featured 18 contestants.  Over time, each monthly winner’s winning basket was photographed after the event and a collection of posters was created, fueling further interest in the one-of-a kind event.
After the passing of Eric Weinmann in 2002, Gary Rahlf continued the Basket Contest tradition, enlisting AEF board members Steve Logan, Phil Seigel, Dave Jensen, Jeff Braff and others to help run the event. For at least the last decade, comic Danny Williams has MC’ed most of the Contests. Even after moving to Palm Springs, he continued to commute back to SF monthly for the shows. Recent guest MCs have included TJ Istvan and Daddy Mike Ostfeld. 
Like a great athlete whose number is retired after a long and outstanding career, The Basket Contest and its organizers will be part of a retirement ceremony at the April 23 Gala. “Maybe we’ll hang a jock strap with a number on it on a Hall of Fame wall, or play Taps as a pair of boxer briefs are hoisted up a flag pole,” said Smith “We don’t have it worked out yet, but will be in keeping with the usual level of taste and decorum associated with the Basket Contest.”
The Basket Contest raised an average of $500 per month, enough money to provide one AEF emergency grant to a client in need. EDGE Bar owner Don McMartin, aware of the financial loss to AEF, has announced his intention to make a $500 donation each month in memory of Eric and the Basket Contest. The first check arrived in early March. “This donation,” he said, “will continue until the day when either AIDS or The Edge longer exists.”

