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AIDS Emergency Fund Announces Award Recipients 

2006 Annual Gala to be Sunday, April 23
San Francisco – Dan Bernal, President of the board of directors of AIDS Emergency Fund and Breast Cancer Emergency Fund, announced the board’s selection of award recipients for its annual recognition gala to be held on April 24, 2005. 
“This year AEF is proud to honor some of our community’s most generous individuals and organizations,” Bernal said.  “All of this years awardees share a longevity of service and commitment to people with HIV/AIDS over many decades.  Together, they have contributed more than a century of service.”
Bernal continued, “These people and organizations are shining examples of the kind of leaderhip we need in this third decade of our battle against HIV.”

AEF will celebrate this year’s honorees at “The Fortune Tellers Ball,” an evening of entertainment that will offer guests free readings by more than a dozen psychics, tarot card readers and astrologers, as well as a special belly dance performance.  
The Fortune Tellers Ball will be held at the new Khyber Pass showroom at 350 Kansas Street on Sunday evening, April 24, from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m.  $100 tickets are available by calling 415-558-6999 ext 3, or going to www.aidsemergencyfund.org. 
This year’s honorees are:

EDGE Basket Contest 

The organizers and volunteers of the EDGE Basket Contest will be honored for producing 178 consecutive monthly basket contests at the Edge over the course of nearly 15 years. Raising more than $85,000, the Contests allowed more than 1,000 men to drop their drawers for AEF, much to the monthly delight of an overflowing crowd of loyal onlookers and raffle ticket purchasers.  Dozens of Castro businesses have donated raffle prized over the years.  The Award Gala will feature a special event to officially “retire” the EDGE Basket Contest.
Academy of Friends
Academy of Friends will receive the George Burgess Founders’ Award honoring an outstanding business or organizational contribution.  AEF’s single largest private donation in 2005 came from Academy of Friends, the community-based fundraising group that produces the largest Academy Awards party outside of Hollywood. AEF received more than $50,000 as a beneficiary in 2005 – enough to serve 100 clients facing financial hardship due to their battle with HIV/AIDS. Academy of Friends has been raising money for Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations for 26 years.

Wells Fargo
Wells Fargo Bank will receive the Rebecca LePere “Hearts of Gold Award” which recognizes exemplary fundraising efforts on behalf of Breast Cancer Emergency Fund (BCEF).  Wells Fargo has been one of AEF’s most loyal corporate donors, supporting AEF for more than 20 years. Their annual underwriting of Every Penny Counts Day helps thousands of Bay Area school students learn about philanthropy and a compassionate response to HIV.  This year’s honor for Wells Fargo, however, is for its recent decision to also support BCEF and become BCEF newest corporate partner.  

Winslow & Associates
Winslow & Associates will receive the Darrell Yee Community Volunteer Award which recognizes extraordinary service to the entire HIV/AIDS community as well as to AEF. Over the last 20 years, Lynne Winslow and her team have managed hundred of AIDS fundraisers and volunteered at hundred more.  Lynne and George Macaluso began the AEF Christmas Eve Dinner for People with AIDS 18 years ago.  The all-volunteer dinner is still managed by Winslow staffer Neil Figurelli. Countless former and current Winslow staff volunteer at numerous AEF events throughout the year.
David Slocombe
David will be remembered posthumously at the Awards Gala for his 20 years of work with the Pine Street Volunteers and the Every Penny Counts program. David has helped count pennies at AEF every Thursday for more than a decade and volunteered nearly full time after his retirement in 1995. As the founder of the Pine Street Volunteers, David built a dynamic fundraising organization that survives him.  His recent passing was a huge loss to AEF.
Since 1982, AIDS Emergency Fund has provided emergency financial assistance to people battling HIV/AIDS who are too sick to work.  AEF has provided more than $24,000,000 of assistance to more than 25,000 clients in the last 23 years. In 2005, AEF helped 2,159 San Franciscans with HIV/AIDS avoid eviction or utility shut-off by helping pay their rent, utilities and medical bills during times of personal financial hardship.  In 2001, AEF launched Breast Cancer Emergency Fund which provides the same emergency relief to people struggling with breast cancer or its debilitating treatment regimens.
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