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2008 Bare Chest Calendar Man Finals are May 6
21 Men to vie for 12 spots on ’08 Calendar at DNA Lounge
San Francisco, CA --  Twenty-one semi-finalists for the 2008 Bare Chest Calendar will compete for coveted spots in the publication at a special Finals Selection event at DNA Lounge (375 11th Street at Harrison) beginning at 5 pm, Sunday May 6.  The men, selected from a pool of more than 40 entrants who participated in eleven semi-final contests held at the Powerhouse Bar, have been judged on stage presence, salesmanship, appearance and other attributes that will make them successful fundraisers and ambassadors for the Calendar in the coming year. Tickets to the Finals are $5 in advance and $10 at the door. Advance tickets can be purchased at Hard Rock and PO Plus, both on Castro Street.  

The 21 men are currently spending the two weeks leading up to the Finals selling raffle tickets that will affect their final score. Raffle ticket $5 each or 5 for $20 and can be purchases only from one of the 21 finalists. The raffle grand prize is passage for two on the RSVP Queen Mary 2 Atlantic crossing on May 29. Other prizes include a Dungeon Bed and the full collection of Hot House DVDs.

If you know one of the finalists, you can buy tickets from him. Since the Men will be judged partially on their raffle sales, the community can participate in the voting process by going to www.barechest.org, perusing the photos and bios and selecting a finalist to buy raffle tickets from. Follow the procedures on the web site to buy through your favorite Calendar Man ! 

“This event is a break with tradition: the finals have usually been held over two evenings at the Powerhouse Bar.  The Powerhouse has been and will continue to be the ‘home bar’ of the Bare Chest Calendar,” said P Tyrone Smith, Chair of the Bare Chest Calendar Committee. “But by moving the finals to a bigger venue we allow all 21 men appear on stage together. More of the Community will be able to participate as well through the new raffle process.” Once the Men are selected on May 6, they will be welcomed into the Bare Chest Calendar family by the outgoing 2007 team at a “Meet and Greet” event on June 13 at the Powerhouse.  

These Calendar events will continue a long tradition of volunteerism and community service that has raised nearly $600,000 to help people living with HIV and AIDS.  Begun in 1985, the all-volunteer effort is celebrating its 23rd year of community fundraising.  Underwritten by Miller Brewing Company and produced by AIDS Emergency Fund, proceeds from the Calendar and related events benefit AEF and Positive Resource Center.  The 2008 Bare Chest Calendar with the winners’ photos is released in June.  

