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AIDS Emergency Fund’s 20th Annual Holiday Dinner for People with HIV and AIDS is December 24
Three seatings at War Memorial expected to draw 1,200 guests
San Francisco, CA – December 10, 2007 – For the twentieth consecutive year, a group of dedicated volunteers and AIDS Emergency Fund will again provide a lavish sit-down Christmas Eve Day dinner to people this HIV/AIDS, their families and friends.  There are three seatings for the dinner in the Green Room of the War Memorial Building, at noon, 1:30 pm and 3:00 pm.  The event is free but guests must present an invitation. One invitation entitles a person with HIV/AIDS to attend and bring one guest. Invitations are available from any of the major AIDS organizations in the city.

In addition to a served meal of turkey and the trimmings, guests will have an opportunity to meet Santa and be entertained by some of San Francisco’s most popular performers.  Most of the entertainers have been performing at the event for many years, including Beach Blanket Babylon, "The Young Men", Tyler Krikonian, Marshall Johnson and Kurt Johnson who started singing at eh Dinner when they were children and they are now in  college, a mother and daughter act Becky and Brie, John McCollough and more.
The Green Room of the War Memorial will be completely decked out for the holidays with a half dozen decorated Christmas trees.  Macy's West has donated many of the décor items as well as all the toys and gifts for Santa Claus to give out to the kids at the AEF North Pole.
AEF’s Holiday Dinner is a monumental undertaking, coordinated each year by a dedicated group of volunteers who begin planning in July.  Led each year by Neil Figurelli, the core team consists of Neil
Figurelli, Cindy Roberts, Terry Irvin, Randy Schiller, Gavin Middleton, Glennon Sutter, and Stanley Wong. An additional 200 volunteers work as serving assistants.

Volunteers come from every walk of life, and many have been volunteering the full 20 years. There are even couples who met at the event and are still together, as well as whole families who volunteered when the children were young and now reunite to volunteer as adults. Longtime AEF volunteers like SF police office Lenny Broberg also attend, along with the Sister of Perpetual Indulgence in full holiday attire.
The event is completely underwritten by corporate and foundation gifts, including Steve Silver's Beach Blanket Babylon, The Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund, The Castro Lions, Mosaic Management and Eli and Mae Rosen Foundation in addition to many individual donors who are often volunteers themselves. 
For the twentieth year in a row, Liz Baldwin of Bon Appetit Management Company has donated 80 cooked turkeys. In addition, this year’s menu includes: mashed potatoes & gravy, cranberry sauce, stuffing, assorted vegetables, baked yams, fresh bread and butter, assorted cookies and cakes, fresh fruit and Peet’s Coffees and Teas. Food donors include: San Francisco Marriott, Bill and Dennis owners of Orphan Andy's, Greenleaf Produce, DBI Beverage San Francisco, Chef Mike of Project Open Hand, TASTE Catering, Hilton San Francisco, St. Francis Foundation, Walgreen's at 18th and Castro, La Tempesta Bakery, DonSuemor, Neiman Marcus Rotunda Restaurant, Katz Bagels, and See's Candy.
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