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AEF, PRC Announce 2009 Bare Chest Calendar Man Contest Schedule 
Powerhouse Bar to Host Contests starting January 17 through April

San Francisco, CA  --  The eleven semi-final contests to select men to appear on the 2009 Bare Chest Calendar will be held at the Powerhouse Bar on Folsom Street, beginning Thursday, January 19 at 9:30pm.  Contests continue each first, third, fourth and fifth Thursday throughout February, March and April, culminating in the last of the semifinals on Thursday, April 17.

Continuing a tradition begun last year, the finals (featuring up to 20 Finalists vying for 12 spots) will be held as one contest on Saturday May 4 at DNA Lounge.  

“The Powerhouse bar has been and will continue to be the ‘home bar’ of the Bare Chest Calendar,” said BJ Patnode, Bare Chest Calendar Committee Chair. “Moving the finals to a bigger venue last year allowed all the Finalists to appear on-stage together. More of the Community was able to participate as well which meant we raised more money for AEF and PRC than ever before.”

Once the Men are selected on May 4, they will be welcomed into the Bare Chest Calendar family by the outgoing 2008 team at a “Meet and Greet” event on June 14 at the Powerhouse. 

These Calendar events will continue a 25-year tradition of volunteerism and community service that has raised nearly $600,000 to help people living with HIV and AIDS.  

Each contest is open to all men willing to appear on the Calendar and willing to commit to a busy schedule of promotional events, fundraising activities, and other volunteer tasks throughout the fundraising season.  Men interested becoming a 2009 Calendar Man must first attend an orientation prior to competing in one of the SemiFinal Contests.  Interested contestants should email: info@barechest.org.

Each contest at the Powerhouse begins at 9:30pm but contestants will arrive before nine to help with raffle ticket selling and contest preparations. .  Judges of each of the contests include former Calendar Men, members of the all-volunteer Bare Chest Calendar Working Committee, and occasionally “celebrity” judges from the community.  At each contest, at least one contestant will move forward to become a Finalist. On May 4, 2008, 20 Finalist will compete once again for their chance to become a 2009 Bare Chest Calendar Man.

The 2009 Bare Chest Calendar with their photos is released in June during Pride Weekend.  The 2008 Bare Chest Calendar is currently available for sale throughout the City, including Rock Hard and Under One Roof, and A Different Light Book store, all in The Castro.  Or it can be purchased online by going to www.barechest.org through our online partner Leatherpost.com

Begun in 1985, the Bare Chest Calendar is celebrating its 25th year of community fundraising.  Underwritten by Miller Brewing Company and produced by AIDS Emergency Fund, the Calendar has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars to help people with HIV and AIDS. The Calendar is owned and produced by AEF, but benefits both AEF and Positive Resource Center.

Actual dates for the Thursday SemiFinal contests are: 

January 17, 

January 24, 

January 31, 

February 7, 

February 21, 

February 28

March 6, 

March 20, 

March 27, 

April 3 and 

April 17.

To see past calendars, and to information about becoming a 2009 Calendar man, go to www.barechest.org. To enter the contest email: info@barechest.org.

