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Bare Chest Calendar Announces Key Leadership Roles for 2008
New Committee Chair, Administrative Coordinator & Contest Emcee Announced
San Francisco, CA --  P Tyrone Smith, the AIDS Emergency Fund’s Director of Development and Communications, and out-going volunteer chair of the Bare Chest Calendar Working Committee announced the selection of the leadership team that will produce the 2009 Bare Chest Calendar.

Dennis Tyler returns as the official photographer. A native of New Orleans, Dennis has been taking pictures since age six. Over the years, he has placed in numerous photography competitions.  He studied at Brooks Institute of Photography in Santa Barbara, where he received his BA.  He then completed his MBA at Dominican University in San Rafael. Dennis also holds a Bachelors of Science degree in Graphic Arts Technology from Northwestern State University of Louisiana. Today Dennis is the Photography Manager and Senior Estimator of a large Bay Area advertising agency.

“The Committee loves Dennis’ work on the 2007 and 2008 Calendars,” said Smith. “We are delighted to have him back.”

Chris Tyler, no relation to Dennis Tyler, returns as the official graphic designer for the 2009 Calendar. His design processes over the last two years were some of the smoothest in years and the end results were beautiful.  

New Administrative Coordinator is Mark Hollenstein
“We are also excited to announce that Mark Hollenstein, Mr. June 2006, has come on board as our new Administrative Coordinator. Mark was a Calendar Man in 2006 and served the last two years on the Bare Chest Calendar Committee, where he was instrumental in updating the Calendar Contest process” said Smith. “Mark has an extensive marketing and event production background. As Administrative Coordinator Mark will help to produce all the Bare Chest Calendar bar events and street fairs; he will serve as Den Daddy to the Calendar Men and he will act as a liaison to the community at large.” You can reach Mark at: mark@barechest.org.

Alan Breslaw, the outgoing Administrative Coordinator, recently accepted a job with Hot House Entertainment where he will head up their new affiliates program.
“Alan did an outstanding job as Administrative Coordinator for the 2008 Calendar. We appreciate the hard work and dedication he exhibited all year,” said Smith. “He did a phenomenal job collaborating all the personalities involved in this dynamic project and helped raise record amounts of money for AEF and PRC. We wish Alan much success at Hot House.” 

Thom Vindiola to be Contest Emcee. 
Scott Brogan, Mr. December 2005, well know adult entertainer and community activist steps down as the official Bare Chest Calendar emcee after raising the bar with his extraordinary enthusiasm, a quick wit, and a warm and engaging personality. The new emcee will be Thom Vindiola, Mr. December 2006 and 2007, who has a long resume of stage performance, costuming and event planning.

“Scott Brogan has been an integral part of the Bare Chest Calendar for nearly seven years,” exclaims Smith. “We are thankful for the professional and enthusiastic energy he brought to the Calendar Contests and the way he helped out during the year as a volunteer. That being said, I know that Thom is looking forward to building on Scott Brogan’s success with his own brand of humor and charm for the contests.”

Thom Vindiola has also served for two years on the Bare Chest Calendar Contest Task Force, which was responsible for overhauling and updating the Bare Chest Calendar contest and selection process. His insight and commitment to the selection process, coupled with the dedication of the Calendar Committee to making the process more enjoyable to contestants brought about important changes to the Contests over the past two years.

BJ Patnode takes the helm of the Working Committee

P Tyrone Smith, who has been chairing the Calendar Committee since 2005, when he took the reigns from former AEF board member Glennon Sutter, steps down on Saturday, December 15, when incoming chair BJ Patnode, Mr April 2008, takes over. 

“In his three years as Chair, P Tyrone grew the Calendar tremendously, professionalized the operation and was a strong and inspirational leader for the team,” said Mike Smith, AEF Executive Director. “The day he came on the staff at AEF as full-time development director a year ago, he and I began a concerted effort to identify up and coming talent that could take over the volunteer leadership position on the Calendar Committee. We are both delighted to announce that BJ Patnode, Mr. April, 2008, has agreed to take on the task of managing and leading the 2009 effort.”

As a calendar man this year, BJ help organize and pull off the BCC’s newest and very successful Country Dance-a-thon which raised over $17, 000 for the AEF and PRC.  He is also a board member of Visual Aid and helps organize their Big Deal fundraiser each year. BJ is currently Director, Program Office at PlanetOut Inc, where he manages all technology and re-engineering projects at the company.  

“It is going to be an exciting challenge, but we have a great committee and many dedicated past calendar men and volunteers that will, from behind the scenes, assist the next set of 12 hardworking and sexy calendar men through another successful year of fundraising!”

In addition to the leadership roles mentioned above these volunteers will be serving on the 2009 Chest Calendar Working Committee: Jeff  Cotta, Mr April 2007, Barry Skown, Mr September 2006, John Cunningham, PRC Development Director, Jay Hemphill, Robert Hickey, and Arnel Melendez and P Tyrone Smith, AEF Development Director.
The 2009 Calendar continues a 25-year tradition of volunteerism and community service that has raised nearly $600,000 to help people living with HIV and AIDS.  Contests are open to all men who are willing to appear on the Calendar and to commit to a busy schedule of promotional events, fundraising activities, and other volunteer tasks throughout the fundraising season from May until December of 2008.  Men interested in competing must first attend an orientation session where they will learn what it takes to become a 2009 Calendar Man.  Anyone interested in getting more information about becoming a contestant and scheduling an orientation can email: info@barechest.org.

Semifinal contests return January 17, 2008 to the Powerhouse and begin at 9:30pm. Contestants will arrive early for prejudging and contest preparations.  Judges of each of the contests include former Calendar Men, members of the all-volunteer Bare Chest Calendar Working Committee, and occasionally “celebrity” judges from the community.  At each contest, at least one contestant will move forward to become a Finalist.  On May 4, 2008, 20 Finalist will compete once again for their chance to become a 2009 Bare Chest Calendar Man.

The 2009 Bare Chest Calendar with their photos is released in June.

The 2008 Bare Chest Calendar is current available for sale throughout the City, including Rock Hard and A Different Light Bookstore, both in The Castro and online at www.barechest.org.

Begun in 1985, the all-volunteer effort is celebrating its 25th year of community fundraising.  Underwritten by Miller Brewing, the Calendar has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars to help people with HIV and AIDS. The Calendar is produced under the auspices of AIDS Emergency Fund who own the Calendar; proceeds, which often exceed $60,000 per year and are shared between AEF and Positive Resource Center.  
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