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Wells Fargo to Host AIDS Emergency Fund’s  “Every Penny Counts” Day

Bay Area Students Raise $26,800  for People With AIDS

Every Penny Counts Day is Feb 14, St. Valentine’s Day
San Francisco, CA – February 5 –  AIDS Emergency Fund’s annual penny collection drive that raises funds for emergency assistance for people living with HIV and AIDS in San Francisco celebrates its successful fundraising effort on February 14 at the Wells Fargo History Museum.

Since 1987, AEF’s “Every Penny Counts” (EPC) program has raised more than $3,000,000 from coins deposited into more than 1,000 tip jars at bars, restaurants, and retail stores throughout the city.  100% of proceeds from the EPC program go directly to help AEF’s clients pay their rent, utilities and medical bills. Over the last twelve years, the program has grown to include month-long coin collection drives in over 100 Bay Area schools and businesses that culminate in Every Penny Counts Day, when the totals raised by students are announced.

In the year ended January 31, 2008, more than 24 schools throughout the Bay Area held penny collection drives that netted more than $26,800 for people with HIV/AIDS.  When added to the amounts raised by employee giving programs in major Bay Area corporations ($62,000) and the totals from the jars in small business and bars throughout the City ($21,000), this year’s Every Penny Counts Drive resulted in more than $110,000 being raised. 

 “This is one of the most successful years we have had,” said Mike Smith, Executive Director of AIDS Emergency Fund. “Who would have thought that one bartender’s good idea 21 years ago could help so many people for so long?” Fred Skau, a bar tender on Polk Street began the initiative in 1987, but succumbed to AIDS several year later. The total raised over the life of the every Penny Counts Program now exceeds $3,000,000. 

Wells Fargo has served as the major financial sponsor of Every Penny Counts Day since 1999.  This marks the first year that the announcement and Pennies Day event will be held on Valentines Day. Past drives had culminated on December 1, World AIDS Day, but conflicting events at local schools has shifted many of their collection efforts to the holidays and January. Totals for the 07-08 school year program were not available until January 31. “The new date for Every Penny Counts Day is fitting,” said Smith. “Every Penny Counts is way to highlight the plight of people in our city battling HIV. Today we focus on the love and compassion of thousands of school children for those in need this Valentines Day.”
Every Penny Counts Day will be held at the Wells Fargo History Museum at 420 Montgomery Street at 2 p.m. on Thursday, February 14.  Many participating schools will be sending student representatives drop off the last of their collected coins and receive official acknowledgement.  Employees of several major Bay Area corporations also conduct coin drives in their work places and present their donation to AIDS Emergency Fund on EPC Day.  In addition to Wells Fargo, the largest annual corporate donors are employees of Industrial Light & Magic, AT&T, and Levi Strauss & Co.
In addition to sponsorship by Wells Fargo, other underwriters of the event include The Castro Lions Club and Steven Sams. 
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