[image: image1.png]AIDS EMERGENCY FUND

965 Mission Street, Suite 630
San Francisco, CA 94103
415.558.6999 tel
415.558.6990 fax
www.aidsemergencyfund.org

BREAST CANCER EMERGENCY FUND



[image: image2.png]Providing emergency
financial assistance to
people fighting HIV/AIDS
and breast cancer.

AEF was established in 1982.
Federal Tax ID 94-2922039

BCEF was established in 2001.
Federal Tax ID 20-3203899

EVERY

PENNY
COUNTS





Friday, September 18, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:
P Tyrone Smith, Director of Development

415.558.6999 x3, 415.786.9611, ptyrone@aef-sf.org

Restaurants, Merchants and Bars – Oh My!

Dine Around builds on past success in neighborhood fundraising.

AIDS Emergency Fund (AEF) and Breast Cancer Emergency Fund (BCEF) announced today that it’s annual restaurant fundraiser Dine Around, scheduled for Wednesday, November 18, is expanding into a larger event, now called Dine Around – Shop Around – Drink Around.

“We are now encouraging patrons to spend an entire day out in their neighborhoods dining, shopping and drinking,” says P Tyrone Smith, AEF Development Director. “That means we are now also reaching out to neighborhood merchants, retailers, bars and lounges to become a part of this exciting event, which raises critical funds and supports the local economy.”

Recent trends indicate that today, more than ever, consumers shop with their hearts and prefer to spend their money with local merchants who support their community.
AEF/BCEF believes that now’s the perfect time for neighborhood businesses to give something back and while getting something in return and encourages merchants to join others in their neighborhoods to help make
Dine Around - Shop Around - Drink Around a big success.
Since 2003, neighborhood restaurants have raised more than $150,000 for AIDS Emergency Fund (AEF) and Breast Cancer Emergency Fund (BCEF) by participating in Dine Around. Dine Around became very successful by encouraging patrons to support local restaurants who have committed to donate a portion of their proceeds to AEF and BCEF.

Neighborhood merchants and volunteers can get more information & sign up at: dineshopdrink.org
Since April 2001, BCEF has helped more than 1200 low-income women undergoing breast cancer treatment pay their rent, utilities, medical and dental bills when they were too sick to work. This year alone, grants will be made on behalf of more than 300 women in San Francisco and San Mateo counties facing the financial hardship of a breast cancer diagnosis. By operating with very low overhead, and sharing administrative costs with AIDS Emergency Fund, BCEF has been able to use more than 90 cents of every dollar raised for client grants. More info: www.bcef-sf.org.
In 1982 AIDS Emergency Fund (AEF) was one of the nation's earliest responders to AIDS by providing emergency financial assistance to people who had been fired and evicted by panicked employers and landlords. Since then, AEF has provided more than $27,000,000 in emergency financial assistance to people disabled by HIV/AIDS. Each year approximately 2,400 low-income San Franciscans get help from AEF - enabling them to maintain housing and utility services, make medical co-payments, and meet other critical expenses while they are too sick to work. And, AEF works closely with more than 40 other AIDS service agencies in San Francisco to assure that its emergency assistance is coupled with referrals to other organizations that provide meals, counseling, subsidized housing and other longer-term assistance. AEF's very low overhead is covered by corporate and foundation gifts, which means 100% of all funds from individuals and community events goes directly to clients in need. More info: www.aef-sf.org.

Note to publishers: The new dineshopdrink.org website will be live Saturday, September 19, 2009.
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